TheApostles Creed

by
Dr. Manford George Gutzke

Chapter 1

As an introduction to our study of this great proclamation in the Christian faith, we will prayerfully
review the familiar ward of the beloved 91st Psalm.

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. | will
say of the Lord, Heis my refuge and my fortress: my God; in himwill | trust. Surely he shall deliver thee
from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his feathers, and
under hiswings shall thou trust: histruth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the
terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for
the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand,;
but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Be-
cause thou hast made the Lord, whichis my refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil
befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge over thee,

to keep theein al thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
Thou  shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. Be-
cause he hath set hislove upon me, therefore will 1 deliver him: | will set him on high, because he hath known
my name. He shall call upon me, and | will answer him: | will be with himin trouble; | will deliver him, and
honor him. With long life will | satisfy him, and show him my salvation (Psalm 91).

This Psalm speaking of the power of Almighty God which upholds and keeps and sustains His
people, leads naturally into the first article of faith recorded inthe Apostles Creed. "I believein God
the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”

We can only become Christians by faith in the AImighty God, and by receiving from Him what
He has prepared for usin Christ Jesus.

Christians are commonly expected to hold fast that which is good and right and true. To be sure,
there are things that are bad and wrong and false, but as Chrigtians, motivated by our faith in God, we
receive His promises. He accepts us, He makes us His children, members of the household of God. "To
as many as received Him, He gave power to become the children of God, even to them that believe on
His name." When we believe in Him certain changestake place in us and certain results appear. Now the
things that are good and right and true become the things we find desirable to us. This change in us must
always begin with faith. Without faith a human being wants the things that please himself, not that which
is good and right and true.

All human beings are warped in their thinking and their desires, in one way or another. God comes
to them and offers them His mercy and His forgiveness.

Forgiveness is something we as Christians have experienced and rejoice in. However, forgiveness
Is not the basis of this study. We are considering the verities which we surely believe. The church has
cherished throughout its history a certain statement of faith proclaiming that which we and which Chris-
tendom confidently believes. Thisis known as the Apostles Creed.
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The Apostles Creed was not written by anyone of the early apostles. It is not recorded in any of the
books of the Bible. No one has ever claimed to know the authorship of this document. As a matter of fact,
by common consent, it is accepted by Bible students everywhere that the Apostles Creed is a condensed
statement of what the apostles actually believed and taught and preached.

Aswe meditate upon the first Article of the Apostles Creed, we realize why the words must come
first, above everything else in our thinking. The belief in the reality of God gives meaning and substance
to our Christian faith. This goes much deeper than merely believing that thereisa God. Thisin itself does
not make a man a Christian, yet no one can be a Christian without believing this. Apparently there were
severa kindred versions of the Creed written and copied and sent out to the congregations of the early
church.

The distinctive characteristic of a Christian is his faith. We read in God's Word that a man must
believe that God is, and that Heis arewarder of them that diligently seek Him. We read further that many
people in the world who believe that there is a God have not heard the Christian gospel. We aretold in
the Bible that "the fool hath said in his heart, thereis no God." Such a statement leaves no doubt in any-
one's mind that everyone but afool knows there is a God. "The heavens declare the glory of God and the
firmament showeth His handiwork." We need only go out and look at the stars. We need only look into a
flower. We need only think of mountains and sea and sky. We need only think of ourselves, the way we
are constituted — for aman is fearfully and wonderfully made — to have some idea of the power and wis-
dom of God. It isonly the beginning of intelligence to believe that God is. Belief in God is the part that
distinguishes a man from one who has no sense, who isafool. To believe that "God is arewarder of them
that diligently seek Him" is the thing that leads us in the Christian direction. We believe not only in the
fact of His existence, but also that Heis Almighty. For He created the world and sustains it by His power.

To believein God as afather islike believing in aperson, afriend. It islike believing in adoctor
or amerchant. When we say, "I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” we
confess, we announce, and profess with confidence, our trust in Him. We are saying that He made this
world, that He created heaven and earth. When we believe deep down in our soul that God created this
earth, we also believe that He who is the Creator is able to keep it. This encourages us to believe that no
matter how confusing things appear at times, we can accept with confidence the fact that God can overrule
in the affairs of men.

We read in the Old Testament that God |ooked at that which He had created and saw that it was
very good. It is this God whom we can trust, no matter what happens. Trusting God completely, includes
putting our lives and our future into His hands.

When we consider ourselves, we wish that we were wiser and inwardly disposed to do better than
we do. Certainly each one of usis made differently and each one of usfeelsthat there are things within
ourselves that need changing. At such times we must place our whole trust and confidence in God who
made us. He can make it possible that in some way our lives will turn out to be good. God knows our lim-
itations. He knows our inability to do the things we want to do, and so in mercy He provided a Saviour,
who is the remedy for every ill, for every mistake, for every sin that isin us. By the way, when we believe
that the world and al its natural processes work according to God's plan, we will certainly accept people,
asthey are physically constituted, without prejudice as to their appearance.

Sometimes we see people and just wonder why they do not have more sense. Now we would not
say that God has made them that way, but rather that God has made away so that they can change. This
will help us not to judge and condemn them. Another big thing that comes to our mind when we say that
we believein God, is the firm belief in His overruling providence at all timesand in al places. We are
ableto trust Him no matter what happens. Not one of us can escape trouble. We have all experienced the
loss of afriend or amember of our family in a sudden tragic fashion. At such times we arefilled with
sorrow and grief and a great question. Naturally some of us are inclined to wonder why did this happen
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How can this be in the will of God and in the providence of God? Some people can accept this, but then
another question follows, "If we do not believe in God in what will we believe?'

Some of us may shrink from believing that God is in control when an accident happens, and yet
none of uswould prefer to think that no one wasin control. Surely this would be worse. Supposing that
one of us hasjust been in an accident and his car has been wrecked in collision with another car. His heart
and mind tries to understand and he may have the feeling that God would not have His hand in this. Ask
yourself, "Would | rather think that God did not have His hand in this?" It will not do to say, "If God had
His hand in thisit would have happened differently." Why not rather say, "God had Hishand in it evenif |
cannot understand it." We need only to trust God. The apostles and the people who understood God as set
forth in the Scriptures, trusted Him. Job said, "Y eathough He slay me yet will | trust Him."

When we ourselves or our children are hurt and we are asked to trust God to work things out, this
iswhat we must do, just trust Him.

One thing we must keep in mind. God has not promised that this world would be a perfect place to
be. He never told us that we would not have trouble, but we read in His Word that He will be with usin
the time of trouble. "1 will never |eave thee nor forsake thee. | will be with thee, | will help thee in the day
of trouble."

Trouble will come. "Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.” When aman says, "l believe
in God," he says, "Even when trouble comes, | believe in God. | believe that God has Hishand in it, and
that makes a difference.” We need not be as totally and completely overcome as we would otherwise be.
Now suppose that we did not believe in God and an accident occurred which wrecked our car and caused
severeinjury. Without a belief in God we would be on our own. The whole world, the whole universe,
would seem to be running down the hill, helter skelter, and out of control. Surely this would be much
worse. How much better to know that God knows what is happening. His hand is on the controls. We
need not say to ourselves, "God made it happen,” rather we say, "God allowed this to happen.” He lets
things happen that are beyond our understanding, but some day He will makeit clear to us. What is
involved hereisthe ideathat He knows what is going to happen.

Nowhere in the Scriptures do we read of God arbitrarily, malevolently overruling in the lives of
people. We often shrink from believing in God in time of trouble or illness or death, and yet how we need
to believe in Him at such times. Whom else can we believe in? It will help to get our thoughtsin focus
when we appreciate the fact that there will be many things which we will not understand. The Apostles
never claimed that they understood God. They said that they believed in God, the way a child believesin
his parents. If we have children we know how true it is that they often ask for things which we cannot give
them. Our children feel very badly when we say no to them. They feel that we do not love them. Some-
times they act as though their hearts were broken. Sometimes they become rebellious as though we meant
to do them harm. It does not cross their minds that we may have said no because what they wanted was
not good for them. Surely, in amuch greater measure, God knows what is best for us.

How good to know that when we say, "1 believe in God the Father Almighty,” we are saying, "I
believe in God who overrules al things and brings His will to pass." In the same way, it is true that when
we believe in God, we include in this also that our daily life is open before Him. He knows our every
thought, and He who is pure and holy is the light of the world, and in Him thereis no darkness at all. He
knows our shortcomings and our misdeeds. Thinking about God's holiness, we feel ourselves sinful and
unworthy in His sight and worthy of condemnation. We feel that judging usis His prerogative He made
us. He keeps us. He watches over us and should He not set the standards, as it were, and appraise things
according to what is right and what is wrong?

When the apostles said, "I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,” they
had in mind, "I believe that He is the judge and that in His judging He isright.” The very words, Father,
Almighty, suggest that we believe in His grace and His kindness and mercy. So much can be said of the
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grace of God. When we believe God, we can regjoice that God is merciful and that we can count on His
help and care.

In the first place, when we say, "Who made heaven and earth," we admit that the whole world
was made by God, and that because He made it, it will be all right. Everything that happensis under God's
control and that will make us sober and careful, but in spite of what happens we will never be completely
shattered. When we believe in God, no matter how bad things are, or how bad they look, they will not
overwhelm us. We know that God's hand isin our affairs and God is good. He watches over things and
He will give us a certain confidence even though we have no apparent reason for it. As we continue to
trust Him we will feel better and stronger in spite of trouble. With God we know things can never be
hopeless. Nothing can happen that He does not understand. He is faithful and will not suffer you to be
tempted above that you are able to bear, but with the temptation will provide away of escape, that you
may be able to bear it.

When we say we believe in God it is as though we said, "1 do not expect that if | do wrong, that |
will get away withit. If | have done wrong | expect to stand before God and give an answer for the deeds
donein the body." When we believe in God we expect to answer to Him for the life we lead. Thiskind
of soul searching is wholesome, but at the same time our hearts are encouraged knowing that God cares
for us and will show mercy to us. Deep down in our hearts we can take courage when we can openly and
confidently said, "I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” We canin faith lay
hold on Him and cling to Him and commit ourselvesto Him.

Chapter 2

In the book of Matthew we find these words recorded:

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Phillipi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that |
the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah,
or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | an ? And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father whichisin heaven. And | say also
unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon thisrock | will build my church (Matthew 16:13-18).

As we contemplate Peter's response to Jesus and the words of commendation spoken by our Lord,
we realize that when Jesus says, "Blessed art thou Peter," Heis actually saying, "Y ou are highly favored
and most fortunate because of your confession of faith. Thisfaith, thisrevelation did not cometo youin
any human fashion. Y ou did not arrive at such faith by yourself. It isa gift from My Father whichisin
heaven."

The kind of faith which recognizes that Jesus is the Son of God, that He is the Saviour of mankind,
comes from God alone. Ordinarily, as far as we are concerned, some of us might not detect God'shand in
bringing this faith to us. It could be that as we read the Bible and listen to the preaching of God's Word,
faith comes so naturally, so gently, that we assume that this could happen to everyone. Thisis afalse as
sumption. It istrue that God gives such faith to every willing person, but no human being arrives at this by
himself. Faith is something that comes from God, in the same way that your life and strength comes from
Him. Thisiswhy Jesus wanted Peter to understand from the very outset that his faith was not something
that he as a human being could have from within himself.

Thereis atendency in the human heart of a man to become vain. We can very easily become
proud. Thinking that we can do things ourselvesis not good for us. In fact, it is harmful in a Christian.

We need to be grateful, we need to give thanks to God from whom we receive everything we have. This
includes our life and our faith.

When Jesus said to Peter, "Thou art Peter, and upon thisrock | will build my church,” the word
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'rock’ isafigure of speech. It refersto something like afoundation. We are all familiar with the parable

of the man who built his house upon arock. This man is compared with the man who built his house upon
the sand. The word 'rock’ used in this parable implied a solid foundation. The same meaning applies here,
"Upon this solid foundation | will build my church.” We need not ask what that firm foundation is. We
know that it isnot astone. It isnot a physical thing. As we consider these words of Jesus more closely,

it becomes quite clear that the heartfelt conviction that Christ Jesusis the Son of theliving God, is the
basis and the foundation of our whole Christian experience, and of the Christian church. No one seriously
doubts that Jesus of Nazareth actually lived. However, believing the historic fact of Hislifeasamanin
Palestine is not the basis for the Christian hope. Accepting the Bible story of His birth in Bethlehem and
His life upon this earth does not make us Christians. There were hundreds of thousands of peoplein Pal -
estine in His day, who knew Him and yet did not become believers. It is when we can say with Peter, "I
believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God" that we stand upon the strong and sure foun-
dation upon which His church is built.

Today it is apopular thing to praise Jesus of Nazareth as a man, as a great teacher and healer. Even
in His day people were willing to say that He was somebody great. They were saying that He was John the
Baptist and that meant that He was risen from the dead. Some said that He was Elias who had come back.
asthe Old Testament said he would. Some compared Him to Jeremiah who was a great prophet. All were
prepared to call Him by these titles. These men were willing to make Him a great person, but thisis not
enough.

Today there are those who foolishly believe they can earn a place in the family of God by trying
to follow His example, by trying to emulate Hislife. Thisis, of course, impossible and misleading. No
sinful human being can live as He lived. Looking through the four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, we find recorded His works and His miracles which He performed after He began His public min-
istry. From that time on everything that is recorded of Him isamiracle. Thisin itself should cause anyone
who suggeststo us that he can be a Christian by living like the Lord Jesus Christ, to pause and realize that
no human being has the strength, the wisdom and the power for this. Only Jesus opened the eyesof the
blind and healed the lepers. With His word He made the storm to cease. These and many other infallible
proofs proclaim Him the Son of God, whom no sinful human being can aspire to liken himself to in that
fashion.

Peter's confession points to the basis of our Christian life and experience. When we say with
Peter, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God," faith is exercised in relating us to the living Son
of God. Such belief on our part includes complete trust in Him. When aman says, "I believe in a bridge"
it means that he would drive his truck over it and trust it not to break down. If aman says, "l believein
that doctor,” it means that he would let the doctor operate on him.

Believing in anything means that we would commit ourselves to that person or thing that we
believein. It means trusting. When we say that we believe in Jesus Chrigt, it means that we believe the
story of His birth as recorded in the Bible. We believe the unique, extraordinary story of the Virgin Birth.

There are only two accounts in literature of the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. These are recorded
in the book of Matthew and the book of Luke. From these records it becomes clear as daylight that Christ
was born of avirgin. All of uswho professto believein the Lord Jesus Christ are falling in line with the
beliefs of the early church, who not only believed in the Virgin Birth, but also that Christ died for us. Now
it does not particularly help to believe that He died. Everyone knows He died. It does not particularly help
to believe that He died on the cross. There were hundreds and hundreds of people who saw Him on the
cross. He was a public spectacle on the day that He died on the cross. It iswhen | believe that He died on
the cross for me that God will forgive me and make me His own.

When we are in church at the time of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, we remember His death.
Foremost it was His death that He wanted His followers to remember. "And He took bread and gave
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thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them saying, 'Thisis my body which is given for you: thisdo in re-
membrance of me." When He took the cup, He said: "'This cup isthe New Testament in My blood which
is shed for many, for the remission of sins. Drink ye all of it, for as oft as you eat this bread and drink this
cup, you do show forth the Lord's death till He comes.™

It is apparent that the one thing the Lord Jesus wanted His believing people to remember is that
He died for them. Surely each time we recall these words of the Lord our hearts are moved to deepest
gratitude and appreciation. When we say, "I believe in Jesus Christ,” we confess openly that we believe
in His resurrection. When Christ died for us He gave Himself for us in wonderful grace and mercy. His
death was made effective by His resurrection. When we say, "He was raised from the dead,” we accept the
fact that "God raised Him from the dead.” In the Book of Actswe read, "God raised Him from the dead.”
Thisisthe great testimony of the Bible and of the New Testament.

Since God raised His Son from the dead, this means that God accepted the sacrifice which the
Lord Jesus had made. God was satisfied. He endorsed the completed program of redemption. When God
raised Jesus from the dead, He set the seal of approval upon His eternal plan of salvation which saves our
souls now and forever more. Just as surely as God raised Jesus up from the dead, just so surely God will
change each one of us and bring us up in newness of life in Christ Jesus. Thisis awonderful hope for
every Christian. It is not by personal will power that we will do better than we have done before. It is God,
who will by His grace and mercy work that in us which iswell pleasing in His sight.

As we contemplate our salvation bought for us by the blood of Jesus Christ, it will become the
desire of our heartsto do Hiswill. Our hearts will overflow with such gratitude to Him, "who loved us
and gave Himself for us’ that we want to be different, that we long to do His will.

When | was a boy, | had wonderful teachers, both in public school and in high school. They were
men and women who held out before me the high ideals of that which is worthy and noble and good. |
remember that in all honesty and sincerity | had the genuine desire to be good, but found somehow that
this was not possible. In spite of the fact that my conscience bothered me when the things | wanted and
the things | did were not good, | was powerless to change.

Now let me say very humbly that in the course of my life time | learned that when | became a child
of God, | felt and acted differently from the way | did before. | found myself wanting to do for people. |
became concerned about their souls, wishing that they might come to the Lord. All this was new to me,
and none of thisis acredit to me. God was working in my heart "to will and to do His good pleasure."
Itisawonderful thing to know that we have the prospect, everyday, of being transformed by the power
of God. Thisisthe same power which raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Paul writesin his letter to the
Romans that the very power which God exercised in raising Jesus Christ from the dead, He will also use
to raise us up to new life in Him. In other words, He will revive us within. Although we were dead in
trespasses and sins, He will raise us up. All thisisinvolved in the resurrection from the dead.

When we say, "l believe in Jesus Christ,” we actually say, "I believe not only that Jesus Christ
was raised from the dead, but | believe it was meant for me." Whatever was involved in Hisresurrection
appliesto us personally. Not only do we believe that He was born and lived and died and was raised from
death according to the Scriptures,. but we believe that He lives now. We believe that He is at this moment
in the presence of God, interceding and praying in our behalf. He is active right now in this ministry of
intercession. Heis not waiting until God's plans are worked out before He turns to us. No. Heis actually
even now exercising Himself in praying for us.

The Bible calls Him our advocate. A lawyer who defends the prisoner at court, is his advocate, so
to speak. Each one of us knows that his or her life is not perfect by any manner of means. Not a single day
goes by but what we do the things we should not do. God, Who isinfinitely holy, could never bless us as
we are, if it were not for the amazing grace of Jesus, interceding for us. Knowing this, we can look for-
ward to each day, comforted in the assurance that the Lord Jesus is aware of our need. He is touched with
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all the feelings of our infirmities. He knows what experiences we are going through. He cares about us and
is praying for us. What wonderful assurance that He Who knows every single thing about us, and what the
daysahead will bring, is praying for us.

Our belief in the living Lord Jesus Christ also means that we look to Him for guidance as to what
we should do.

When we worship God in agroup of Christians we have Christ's promise that, "When two or three
are gathered together in My name, theream | in the midst." His actual presence is wherever Hisnameis
raised, and the Holy Spirit makes the things of the Lord Jesus real in our hearts. He becomes our Lord, our
director, who wants to guide and direct us. When we need to think things through in order to make the
right decision, we go to God in prayer. What a comfort to know that our Lord Jesus Christ is praying for
us as we wait before God to guide our hearts as to how we should live and what we should do. We can
always have this in our minds. Something else can never be left out of our thinking — He is coming again.
Heis going to return in person to this earth. Those of us who are called to our heavenly home before the
day of Hisreturning can confidently say, "Absent from the body, present with the Lord." He has prepared
aplacefor us. While He was herein thisworld, He said, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believein
God, believe aso in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you.
| go to prepare aplace for you. And if | go to prepare aplace for you, | will come again, and receive you
unto myself."

Chapter 3

The Gospel of John begins with these words:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same wasin the begin-
ning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was
life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for awitness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was
the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He wasin the world, and the world was made
by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

(John 1:1-14)

In this chapter | want to say something about the Apostles Creed itself. When the Gospel was first
preached the situation was vastly different than it is today.

In the days when Peter and Paul preached, there were no churches. There was no New Testament,
and there were no Christian hymns. The early Christians had never heard a song like "Onward Christian
Soldiers.” They had never heard anyone sing, "I come to the garden alone,” or "The Old Rugged Cross."
They lived in aworld where there were many heathen religions. They did, however, have the Old Testa
ment Scriptures and the Jewish religion of Jehovah, the Lord of the Old and the New Testament. Into this
world came the dynamic Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Men who had personal dealings with Jesus were
filled with a certain inward joy and gladness of heart that transformed their lives. They had experienced
God's forgiveness. It had been revealed to these early Christians that God would accept them and bless
them by faith in Jesus Christ. These men had aringing testimony of their personal experience with God.
They could speak with confidence of the inward peace in their hearts. They had peace and confidencein
the face of death while other men feared death and the future. Now this message of hope and forgiveness
was taken allover the known world, especially in the Mediterranean area of that day. These witnesses were
individual men and women who could be distinguished from other men by their inward experience. Their

www.thebibleforyou.org 7 © Dr. Manford G. Gutzke



testimony of inward peace and comfort and joy and power filled others with wonder and envy. No doubt
they were often questioned as to the reason for their faith. The early Christians told them the good news
that the God who had created the world, sent His Son into the world. They would tell of Hislife, His
death, Hisresurrection and Hislife in heaven at the right hand of God the Father.

These men, who were sent out by the Lord Jesus Christ at the time of his Ascension, preached
the Gospel aslong asthey lived. All who believed as aresult of their preaching told others the story of
Jesus and His power to save. It is easy to understand that a time came when the things the Apostles had
proclaimed and preached would be formulated into a statement which would be called, "The Apostles
Creed." It would be a concise summary of their testimony and was accepted as the authoritative document
of faith by the church then and now. This should be in our minds when we recite this Creed. "I believein
God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgive-
ness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen."

We notice that the things said about the Lord Jesus Christ in this Creed do not in any way refer
to His personal life while in thisworld. We recite the story of His birth, His suffering, His death and
resurrection, but not one word about the thirty years of Hislife. Thereis no mention made in the Creed
about His teachings, nor His divine love for sinners. The facts listed are these: conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. He
descended into hell, He ascended into heaven. These are the things that have to do with our salvation.
Jesus of Nazareth obtained our salvation for us, and the Apostles Creed identifies Him. Thisis the Jesus
we believein. Let uslook more closely at the facts we have just mentioned.

The Bible account of His birth isfound in the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Luke. No-
whereelsein all the world is there a miraculous birth like His recorded. He had no human father. There
can be no question that God was His Father and that Jesus was born into this world by the Virgin Mary.

In this day and time there are people who would imply and say that they do not believe in the
Virgin Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. They say that it is not important to believe in His miraculous birth.
Anyone who takes this position simply is in opposition with the Bible. " Suffered under Pontius Pilate." |
repeat that there is nothing between His birth and death in the Creed. May | suggest to you again that the
life the Lord Jesus lived upon this earth has no particular relation to our salvation. He lived a perfect life
because He was a perfect man. He did everything right and good because He was right and good. He man-
ifested the power of God in Hislife but actually now thisis not of direct help to us. The thing that is of
help to us is that Jesus Christ died for us, and that is what we have here.

Christians are people who love God. Deep down in their hearts they feel a deep sense of gratitude
to God, and a great desire to be well pleasing in His sight. We as Christians feel this way, not because
we are good. We love God because He first loved us and gave His Son for us. It is awonderful thing to
contemplate God's love, who gave His Son to die for us. We are deeply moved to read that the Son of God
actually endured suffering and shame for us. Thisisthe great point of the Christian Gospel. Then, in the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are given the assurance that God will raise us from the dead.

Thereis another statement in the Apostles Creed which some church bodies include and some
leave out. "He descended into hell.” The reason, of course, that these words are |eft out of some variations
of the Apostles Creed is simple. In the early literature of the church, in the writings that are still being
discovered, some versions of the Creed |eave these words out. They are not omitted because they are not
true. Some people leave it out because they think that it could be misunderstood. The word "hell" means
severa different things. With some people it means alake of fire. With some, the idea of hell refersto
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complete and total destruction in flame, from which thereis no return.

Now there are several other uses of the word "hell." There is a meaning which speaks of "hell"
as the abode of departed spirits, the way in which we would describe the state of a soul which has | eft
the body but has not as yet come to the final judgment.

In the story which Jesus told of Lazarus and the rich man, both died. and L azarus went to heaven
and was in Abraham's bosom. The rich man went to hell and was in torment. He talked to Abraham from
there. In other words, the condition of an unbeliever who has died is that he is unforgiven in the sight of
God, but he has not yet been brought up for final judgment. Such aman is also spoken of as being in hell,
although he has, not yet been thrown into the lake of fire.

Now because of these several ideas of the term, the English word for "hell" is rather ambiguous. I,
myself, feel that the words, "He descended into hell," contain a valuable truth and that it is wholesome to
include them in the Creed. When we say, "He descended into hell," we are saying, "He took my place. He
went down and suffered in my place, the way | was supposed to suffer. He was separated from His Father.
He actually suffered the agony of being separated from God, bearing the burden of the sins of the world —
bearing the burden of my sins." Thisisthe Gospel. No one can deny that, "He descended into hell and the
third day rose again from the dead."

Aswe note the reality of the resurrection, we realize that the most important thing said about the
resurrection of our Lord from the dead is this promise to us that as He rose from the dead so shall werise
from the dead. Thisis awonderful truth to recall to our hearts and minds as we live in thisworld. Aswe
go about our daily. affairs, those events which took place 1900 years ago, seem to be very far off in the
distance. The things that may happen at some future time before the great White Throne seem to be very
far off in the distance. Aswe live and move and have our being in this world, we know perfectly well that
one of these dayswill be our last day. Aswe walk and talk and go from place to place, we know perfectly
well that one of these dayswe will no longer walk and talk and move about in this world.

Thereisno onein thisworld, who has any sense, who does not know that he is facing death.

L ooking ahead to this, agood many of us have an uneasy feeling. It upsets our hearts and minds to think
of this disturbing prospect that some day we must face the judgment of God. Of course, not wanting to
think about it does not help asingle bit. It is much better to think about it and see what we can do about it.
Thank God that He has the solution to this humanly insurmountable problem. He sent His Son into this
world to suffer and die in our stead. He raised His Son from the dead. God did this with the express pur-
pose to help us, to give us hope that He who raised His Son from the dead will one day raise us from the
dead.

Even now our Lord Jesus Christ isin glory interceding in our behalf. Even now we may live by
faith in His presence day by day.

Chapter 4

In the Gospel of Luke these words are recorded.

And he led them out as far asto Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while
he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen. (Luke 24:50-53)

Then, in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, in the first chapter, beginning at verse 8, we find
these words. "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the
earth. And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him
out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel; which aso said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this
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same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so comein like manner as ye have seen him
go into heaven."

These two passages of Scripture, one taken from the Book of Luke and the other from the Acts
of the Apostles, contain the Bible record of the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. This expression, "He
ascended into heaven," isincluded in the Apostles Creed, in their proclamation of faith. It belongsto
the Gospel. It is what the apostles testified to and what the early church believed. When we say that we
believe that He ascended into heaven, we are openly confessing that we believe in another world, that this
world is not everything. When we get up in the morning and go out and look about us, as far as our eye
can see, until the horizon meets the sky, we notice the things that are round about us, the things that we
can see and taste and smell and touch. Everything that we see and sense belong to the natural world. When
we believe that Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, we believe that there is another world than this one.
Sometimes we call it the invisible world. Sometimes we call it the unseen world. The Bible tells us that
we do not know what heavenislike. "It does not yet appear what we shall be like. We know that when He
shall appear, we shall be like Him for we shall see Him asHe is." Often when we think and speak about
going to heaven, after death, we may not understand how this would happen. Many people are tinged with
afeeling of doubt when they think of another world. In the early church the apostles had no such feeling
of uncertainty. They believed it. They knew that Christ Jesus had ascended into heaven in full view of His
followers. Heaven had to be areal place. It isasreal asthis earth. Thisiswhat the Bible teaches. Heaven
Is actually existing right now, even though invisible.

It isimportant for us to realize that when the apostles preached and taught that Jesus ascended into
heaven, this means that He was alive through the transition. This emphasizes the fact that heaven is asreal
asthisworld, and the folks here on earth are no more alive than the folks who are in heaven. In the ascen
sion of His Son, God revealed Himself to humanity as the giver of eternal life through His Son. "Whoso-
ever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life." The early church not only believed that
Jesus ascended into heaven, but they also believed that, "He sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty." Now the right hand of God is a place of honor. It was commonly accepted then, as now, that to
sit down to atable on the right of the host is a primary honor. Jesus is even now at the right hand of God,
where God bestows on Him honor and glory and dominion.

It is the sure hope of every Christian that if he should be called out of thisworld, Jesus would in-
tercede for him. He will stand with us when we stand before the Judge of al men. But it is also true that
right now while we are still in thisworld, Jesus intercedesin our behalf. We do not need to diein order
to have the Lord Jesus pray for us. He is praying for us now while we live. He knows everything that
happensto us and praysfor us, according to our needs. Thisis His function in that place of honor at the
right hand of God. N o one but the only begotten, well-beloved Son of the Father can fill this place, and
Heisour Saviour. He brings us into fellowship with God, heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.

I do not want to make too much of this, but the Lord Jesus sitting thereimplies, if anything, a
waiting mood and a settled, quiet confidence. He has fulfilled His Father's plan of salvation and isin the
presence of God the Father Almighty, praying for us. When we Christians are facing problems, when we
are confronted with situations where the pressure can be too heavy to bear, we can take comfort in the
assurance that Christ is praying for us. What an encouragement it is at such times, to have our Saviour
pray for us moment by moment and hour by hour.

We may be discouraged with the limited things we have, with our limited understanding and our
lack of strength and power. At such times, let us remember that Jesus is pleading for usin glory. He
knows what we are going through. He knows when we are tested and tempted to do something that would
be displeasing and dishonoring to God. He stands ready to guide us and shape our circumstances in such
away asto keep us from faltering. He will stand beside us.

This has been the testimony of Christians everywhere. In the Book of Hebrews we read,
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"Wherefore He is able to save men to the uttermost, that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for us." Heis a Friend who knows all about us no matter how weak we are, no matter
how easily we fall. He asks the Father to forgive us and by His grace and mercy help usin every possible
way.

The next phrase in the Apostles Creed, so familiar to usis, "from thence He shall come to judge
the quick and the dead." Hereis something that the world would never know. The fact that Jesusis ever
more at the right hand of God, praying for His own, and that He will come to judge the quick and the
dead, is something that no amount of understanding of natural processes could explain. This is something
God is going to do, and no one else would even guess it, because it istied up with God. God intends to
send the Lord Jesus Christ to judge this world.

The Apostle Paul, speaking to the Athenians on Mars Hill, says, "God hath appointed a day where-
in He will judge the world by the righteousness of that man whom He hath ordained.” God is going to call
all men to account and measure them by His Son the perfect man, Jesus Christ, who, Himself, will be the
Oneto pass judgment. Men will stand or fall according to how they measure up to the light that isin the
Lord Jesus Christ. With reference to Christ's office as Judge, we could say that His work herein thisworld
Is not completed. It istrue that He came into this world, and that He laid down Hislife, but that is not all.
During the time He was in thisworld, He taught His people and promised to them certain things, but that
isnot all. Heis alive now and interceding on behalf of His people, and that is not all. Jesus is coming
again and when He returns, He will come to judge. His work will then be finished. Our salvation was
complete when He atoned for our sins by His death on Calvary's Cross, but as far as the whole world is
concerned, He will come to pass judgment upon it. These are the truths the apostles taught and which
were held fast by the early Christian church.

Aswerecite the Apostles Creed, we find that Jesus is its central figure, its central topic. This
makes the Apostles Creed primarily a statement of faith which emphasizes the redemptive work and the
name of Jesus. It is a comprehensive summary of what the apostles taught and the early church believed.
These are the things we stress above all else.

When we say that, "He shall come to judge the quick and the dead," do we havein mind what this
means to us personally? Everyone of uswill stand before the judgment seat of Christ. Thereis not a per-
son in our town that will not stand before the judgment seat of Christ, to give account of every wasted
opportunity, of every idle word that has been spoken. Almighty God knows al about us. When He deals
with us, Heis going to do it in and through the person of His Son Jesus Christ, who is even now in the
presence of God, waiting for the time when He will return to this earth to call all men to task. God Him-
self will evaluate and appraise men by the righteousness of the man Christ Jesus, whom He hath ordained
to judge the quick and the dead.

The next simple statement in the Creed isthis, "I believein the Holy Ghost." That isto say, "I
believe in the Holy Spirit." In the original Greek these words can be used interchangeably. Thereis no
significant difference between the word "ghost" and "spirit, " although by ordinary common usage we
think of the "ghost” in connection with apparitions and the like. We are inclined to think that nobody
seriously believesin ghosts. Let me ask this question, "Do we think people seriously believe in spirits?’
Someone will answer and say, "I hardly think that." Before we close our minds to that question, let me
say, "God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” It is no wonder
that the third person of the Godhead is called the Holy Spirit. When we say, "l believe in the Holy Ghost,"
we believe that God Himself will comeinto our hearts when we are Christians, and show us the things
of God. When we are willing to be led and willing to be helped, the Holy Spirit will come and guide us.
When we say that "we believe in the Holy Spirit,” we are saying that we believe also in the functions of
the Holy Spirit. Of course, the thing the Holy Spirit does primarily, above everything else, isto take the
things of the Lord Jesus Christ and show them to us and make them clear to us. We may actually count
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on the Holy Spirit to do thisfor us.
Reading the Scriptures, singing the hymns and listening to the preaching of the Word, becomes
meaningful asthe Holy Spirit speaks to our hearts, making what we have read and heard real to us. Thisis

the ministry of the Holy Spirit here on earth, and it is available to all believers everywhere. The Apostles
Creed closes with these words of summation: "l believe in the communion of saints, the resurrection of
the body and the life everlasting. Amen."
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